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	Childcare – CACHE Level 1 Award Getting Started in a Pre-School Setting
	For more information, contact:

Havercroft and Ryhill Community Learning Centre, Mulberry Place, Ryhill, Wakefield

WF4 2BD

Tel 01226 727824

e-mail info@havercroftcentre.com
www.havercroftcentre.com

	Specific Class details

Monday 9.30 – 12 noon starting April 2010
	

	Who is this course for?

	This course is for people who work or want to work as volunteers or helpers in pre-schools, playgroups or nurseries, or as the first step in gaining a qualification to work in childcare.  It is an introductory course and does not qualify you to work as an assistant or supervisor in a pre-school or playgroup.

	What will I learn?

	The course will help you to gain:

· an awareness of how pre-schools can provide learning opportunities for children and parents;

· a basic understanding of the management of pre-school settings, including the legislation within which they should work;

· a basic understanding of how pre-schools support children’s learning and development through the activities and environment which they provide; and

a basic understanding of how the adults in the pre-school environment interact with the children.

	How will I learn?

	This is a practical, work related course.  You will learn through role-plays, case studies, activities, projects and tasks that are based on realistic workplace situations.  Teaching methods and materials will be varied in order to support different learning styles and preferences.  Lessons will be planned to be inclusive, demonstrate respect for all and celebrate diversity.  You will receive regular feedback on your progress from the tutor throughout the course.

	How long is the course?

	The course is between 12 & 15 weeks 2.5 or 3 hour sessions.

	How much does it cost? 

	Please contact your centre for course fees– fees can be paid in instalments. A reduced fee may be available. If you do not already have a full level two qualification or above, then there will be no charge – please contact the Centre for more information.
Additional expenses:  Enhanced Criminal Record Bureau Check (approx. £45)

	Are there any entry requirements?

	You will need to complete and return a simple application form, available from the Centre.

There are no formal entry requirements, but you must be at least 16 years old at the date of registration for the award.

	What happens in the first class?

	The first class will include an induction to the programme; finding out your existing level of knowledge or skill in this area; and planning your learning

	Is there a need for additional work outside the class?

	You will need to spend some time developing your understanding of childcare and your tutor will give you tasks to complete at home to help you do this.

	How is learning assessed?

	Your tutor will assess your progress during the course using a variety of methods including question and answer, discussion and quizzes.  There is a short multiple choice test at the end of the course.  The test consists of 25 multiple choice questions which will be marked by CACHE.  You have 45 minutes to complete the test

	What extra help is available?

	Support with English and Maths is available through our network of literacy and numeracy workshops, along with general study skills support through our Study Skills Workshops. If you feel you may need extra help because you are disabled or have a learning disability, please discuss this with the centre organiser before the start of the course; more information is available in our disability statement.

	Recognising and Recording Progress and Achievement (RARPA)

	All ACES programmes work to the RARPA quality standard. This means that your tutor will: (1) set clear programme aims; (2) find out what you already know and what you want to achieve; (3) work with you to agree learning outcomes for you; (4) assess your progress during the course and give you feedback on this; (5) assess your achievement with you at the end of the course. Your tutor will explain this more fully during the course.

	Additional Information

	CACHE recommends that you attend at least 80% of classes. Your centre will keep a record of your attendance and if they feel that you have not attended sufficient teaching time, they may ask you to take additional study before allowing you to submit the relevant assignment.  

If you work with children and young people you are exempt from the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974 and you will need to complete a Criminal Record Bureau Check - we can help you to obtain this.

	Where next?

	If you want to get work experience you could work as a supervised volunteer in a pre-school / playgroup or nursery.

After you have achieved the CACHE Level 1 Award in Getting Started in a Pre-school Setting you could work towards the CACHE Level 2 Certificate in Pre-School Practice or progress to another related Level 2 qualification such as the BTEC First Diploma/Certificate/NVQ in Children’s Care, Learning and Development.  This would allow you to work as a supervised worker.  For further advice, ask your tutor or the centre where you are studying.

	We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community have equal access to our programmes and an equal chance to succeed within them. 

The Adult and Community Education Service reserves the right to close or cancel courses at their discretion, owing to for example, unavailability of tutors, facilities, or insufficient enrolment. If an entire course is cancelled, your fee will be refunded in full unless we can offer you a reasonable alternative.









